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Understanding Children’s Cancer 
Camps 

Research Question: How might we understand the meaning 
of children's cancer camps for children and their families?  

Research Design: 

 Hermeneutic study 

 6 families, 5 counselors  

 Eligibility requirements 

 Setting 

 



Understanding Children’s Cancer 
Camps 

1. Fit* 

2. Stories* 

3. Grief 

4. Community 

5. Play 

 

 

 

 



Fit and Acceptance 
Mother (talking about the kids at camp):  “There’s a variety of 
different types of challenges and everybody just kind of accepts 
that that’s where they are, they’ve got theirs you’ve got yours 
and it moves on.  Everybody’s got their issues, they’re all quirky, 
they’ve all got their challenges, so what?” 

Father:  But outside the general, you know, the outlook, um, it’s 
a little different, it’s a little more harsh, a little less acceptance. 

   



Recognition and Understanding 

Recognition and Understanding 
      

 



“I mean it’s neat meeting them [other parents] and hearing 
their stories and being able to share your story and having 
them understand it, you know.  Not having to, you know, 
explain every little detail.  You can say well she went in and got 
her port accessed and got chemo and they go, oh yeah, ok.  
Whereas, you know, you say that to somebody on the street 
and they go huh?” (Parent) 



Stories 

Children never get to the point, they surround it. The 
importance of the point is the landscape of it (Stevens, 1981, 
cited in Jardine & Clandinin, 1987). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Takeaways 
Children’s cancer camps need to be considered a necessity, 
versus a luxury, and should even be thought of as a 
psychosocial intervention for some children and families.  

It’s not just fun, it’s not “just camp” – it’s a way of delivering 
care to these kids and families. 
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