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Dear Friends: 
The 8th International Camping Congress has 
become history. About 600 participants from more 
than 25 countries returned home with a strong 
belief in the camping movement. We applaud the 
ICC Steering Committee, Association des camps du 
Québec and the  Canadian Camping Association 

for the  titanic job they did to arrange this historic Congress on such a high 
professional level. On behalf of the ICF Steering Committee, I would like to express 
our deepest gratitude to all the Canadian and international participants for their 
efforts to make this event unforgettable. Merci beaucoup and thank you! 

During the four days of the Congress and pre- and post-camp tours, we were united 
even more. Workshops and panel discussions, general sessions and friendly talks 
helped us to understand that we can find solutions, that we can solve our problems, 
and that we can survive if we are together. Remember the phrase from one of our 
speakers? "Impossible -- it is only a word!" With such a great team of Congress 
attendees we can make it possible! We will make it possible to open new camps and 
to make the existing ones better. We will make it possible to bring more campers to 
the camps. We will give them a chance to spend great sessions in the camps all over 
the world in a healthy outdoor environment. 

Twenty years ago no one would have believed that we would have 20 national 
camping associations. Twenty years ago, we had only begun international 
exchanges with camp professionals, camp staff and campers. Since that time we 
have increased that number and now count thousands and thousands of 
participants. Camps open the borders between countries and the camp experience 
helps us to better understand each other. 

Dear Armand, Dick, Jack and Jenny (ICF Past Chairs), 
I'll do my best to make the International Camping Movement stronger. You are my 
role models, and you always believe in good. With such great people like you we 
have no other choice..... Valery Kostin, Incoming Chair, 

International Camping Fellowship Steering Committee
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Thanks to Our Out-Going ICF Chair, Jenny Bowker 

Although our dear Jenny has handed over the reins of ICF to Valery Kostin, she will 
remain on the ICF Steering Committee and actively involved in ICF travels.  Jenny has 
demonstrated superb leadership of the organization since 2003.  She has traveled the 
world (at her own expense) to unite us as a global outdoor community, becoming loved 
and respected on every continent.  Jenny will definitely be at the 3rd Asia-Oceania 
Congress next October, but she’s likely to “pop in” to other camps and conferences 
somewhere in the world before that event.  Many thanks for your tireless service! 

THE BILL BOWKER SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
This Bill Bowker Fund was established in memory of our long-time friend to 
International Camping and is designed to assist, whenever possible, potential 
Congress delegates from regions of the world without the resources and support 
of a formal camping association and thereby encourage the development of 
organized camping experiences and associations where none exist.  Bill’s 
contribution to camping in his home state of Victoria, Australia and, by 
extension, to all of ICF is preserved in this way.  Our ICC2008 Silent Auction raised over $5,000 to assist 
future Congress attendees.  Thanks to all who participated! 

The letter below best illustrates the importance of this support.  Unfortunately, due to difficulties in obtaining 
a Canadian visa, Mr. Learwellie was unable to attend.  We look forward to meeting him in the future. 

LIBERIA CAMPING ASSOCIATION 
MONROVIA, LIBERIA 

Dear Friends: 
First, I would like to extend my thanks for inviting and sponsoring me to attend the wonderful event of the International 
Camping Congress that is presently on going in Quebec, Canada, and I send my regrets that I am unable to 
attend. However, I know that this memorable event will make a great impact in our world of camping community and in 
my home country, Liberia. 

I commend and salute you for your mission to bring together a world of outdoor experience. While you are celebrating 
and having a great time, please don’t forget to include humanitarian projects that would render assistance to less 
fortunate camps in developing countries like ours. The recipients of such humanitarian projects are most fortunate to 
have benefactors like you who are willing to raise funds in order to help alleviate some difficulties in meeting their 
camping needs. Because of your great deeds, your successes and good fortune will continue to multiply. 

Being involved in camping activities, I have the opportunity of meeting great young men and women in my country and 
developing friendships with you around the world. The ICF is a great organization that is contributing to the world in 
various capacities including health care, education, government service, etc. Because of your contribution to the world, 
particularly in the area of camping, I am reminded that you are contributing to the world’s continued progress.  I would 
like to reiterate that my organization is proud to be a member and friend of the International Camping Fellowship, and 
my congratulations to every one of you for inviting and sponsoring us to this spectacular event. Thank you for the 
success of this momentous undertaking. Hope we can meet at another event very soon. 

Sincerely your, 
B. Abel Learwellie 
President, Liberia Camping Association 
balearwellie@yahoo.com
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From Sept.29-Oct.3, 37 people from 10 different 
countries came together to complete the International 
Camp Directors Course at Le Centre de Plein-Air le 
Saisonnier outside of Quebec City, Canada. The 
course was instructed by four fantastically experi- 
enced and skilled trainers in Armand Ball (Florida, 
USA), Richard Chamberlain (New Hampshire, 

USA), Connie 
Coutellier (Indiana, 
USA)  and Jack 
Murdock (Florida, 
USA). The course 
encompassed 17 core 
areas of camp 
management. Every 

training session was filled with informative content 
and productive discussion; every break was spent 
playing and learning high energy games; and every 
evening was spent socialising, building friendships 
and networking. It was a fantastic four days that 
was immensely valuable and enjoyed by all. This 
was the second International Camp Director Course 
held in conjunction with an ICC, with the same 
leadership team who taught the course in  Mexico. 
The team revised course content since Mexico to 
better meet international concerns. 

Those completing the ICDC course were: Canada: 
Sebastian Aubin, Camp Amigho Karting; Claudie 
Camirand, Camp Ouareau; Harry Edwards, Stillwood 
Camp and Conference Center; Jeremy Laverty, Mooredale 
Day Camp; Ott Mahmud-Reynolds, Long Bay Camp; 
Jennifer Pelletier, McGill Conservatory Day Camp; Kelly 
Rogers, Summer Safaris Camp; Hong S, University of 
Toronto Camp; Amélie Spain, Camp Odyssee; Carly 
Steiger, Long Lake Camp; Jessie Wallace, East Coast 
Language Camp; Colombia: Sanitago Auesta, Camp 
Piragua; Laura Durana, Camp Piragua; Nicolas Molina, 
Camp Miragua; Costa Rica: Simon Rodriguez, Camp 

Alaya; 
Germany: Jan 
Vieth, Camp 
Adventure; 
Taiwan: Chih- 
Yuan Lee, 
Taiwan Univer- 
sity; Julian Liu, 
Taiwan Univ. 

Turkey: Murat Gozet, Camp Future Stars; Utku 
Toprakseven, Camp Future Stars; Venezuela: Luis Blanco, 
Mi Guarimba Camp; Andrés Vidal, Camp Watau; 

International Trainers Available to Teach 
ICDC Courses As part of the International Camp 
Director Course before the International Camping 
Congress, fifteen experienced camp directors from 
five countries joined together for special training. 
The group, under the leadership of the ICDC train- 
ing team, examined over 100 pages of curriculum 
materials and adult education methods. Each 
member of the team led a portion of a core area 
during the ICDC under the mentoring of a leader- 
ship team member. Those members who completed 
the course were  certified to teach the course under 
the auspices of ICF.  Teams of two or more trainers 
will work together on courses,  ICF  Regional 
Representatives will coordinate courses within their 
regions.  Connie Coutellier (USA) is  acting 
International Coordinator, working with Regional 
Representatives, Paul Colagiuri of Australia and 
Juan Mario Gutierrez of South America to bring a 
report and further recommendations to the ICF 
Steering Committee early in 2009. 

The new Trainers are: Australia: Matthew Bowker, Lead 
Trainer; Paul Colagiuri, Lead Trainer; Andrew 
McGuckian, Lead Trainer; Brendan Smith, Lead Trainer; 
John Woods, Lead Trainer; Canada: Jen Dundas, Lead 
Trainer; Donna Wilkinson, Lead Trainer; Barry 
Woolhouse, Lead Trainer; Giles Berard, Trainer; Janice 
Berard, Trainer; Europe: Clive Clifford, Lead Trainer; 
Louise, Hebron, Trainer; Latin America: Juan Mario 
Gutierrez, Lead Trainer; Simon Sambrano, Lead Trainer; 
Luis Gabriel Tabon, Trainer. 

“Our hope is that these new trainers will enable the 
course to be taught in many places around the 
world much closer to where camp directors live, and 
aid in their professional growth”, said Armand Ball, 
a member of the leadership team. For further 
information or questions about training or courses, 
contact your ICF Regional Representative or 
conniecoutellier@hotmail.com. 

~~Contributed by Paul Colagiuri and Armand Ball 

The International Camp Directors Course – Quebec 2008
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ICF Website 
ICF member camps and organizations are 
asked to provide a link on their websites to 
the ICF website www.campingfellowship.org 

Our website is now capable of video and 
audio streaming. Questions or submissions 
for the website should be directed to Alina 
Ackenbom, Webmaster, at 
alina.ackenbom@campingfellowship.org 

Australians Across Canada 
In a tradition started at the 7th International Camping Congress in 
Mexico in 2005 – a group of  Australian ‘Camp People’ were lucky 
enough to have been hosted through Canada on a tour of Camps, on 
their way to the 8th Congress in Quebec. Eight Australians arrived in 
Vancouver three weeks prior to the Congress and travelled through 
British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario and Quebec  visiting camps and 
learning from many amazing Canadian ‘Camp People’ along the way. 
There was also time for some non-camp touring as well, seeing many 
of the spectacular places that Canada had to offer, including the 
Rocky    Mountains, Niagara Falls and the famous Head Smashed in 
Buffalo Jump in Alberta.  All told there were 15  Australians at the Congress in Quebec, a mighty effort for 
such a small country, such a long way away. It was a terrific  experience for all of those involved, and as 
we all return to our camps heading into our summer, we all look forward to putting into practice the many 
ideas that we have learnt, driven with the enthusiasm and inspiration gained at such a wonderful event. 

And then... As the Canadians traversed the Canadian provinces, 
they gained momentum as they were joined by more delegates:  In 
Ontario -- two from Sashkatchewan, two from Turkey, and three 
from Greece. And then...four Americans, thirteen Japanese, and 
one more Turk arrived to complete the tour of Quebec camps.  A 
special thanks to Mike Stewart of Camp Wenonah for planning and 
coordinating, the wonderful host camps, and the outstanding drivers 
and tour guides.  It was the best! 

~~Contributed by Paul Colagiuri 

The Quebec Camp Tour included a stop at 
the Scandinavian Spa  enjoyed by all! 

Staying Connected Until the Next Congress 

Facebook 

Keep connected with your ICF friends on our 
Facebook page “International Camping 

Fellowship” which is listed under 
‘Organizations - Professional Organizations’ 

To join Facebook, go to www.facebook.com
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Druzhba Award Presented to Professor Tetsuo Sakai 

At the 8th International Camping Congress, announcement was 
made that  the 2008 Druzhba Award would be presented to 
Professor Tetsuo Sakai of Tokyo, Japan.  Because he was unable 
to be in Quebec, the award was presented at a recent NCAJ 
meeting in Japan by Sako Tanaka on behalf of the Steering 
Committee of the International Camping Fellowship in recognition 
of his continuous efforts to promote the global camping 
movement. 

Professor Sakai’s tenure in camping began in 1950, and he became a 
member of the YMCA National Council at the age of 25.  In 1968, he 
founded YMCA Camp Anan International, playing an important role in the 
development and spread of marine camping programs in Japan. He became 
the Chair of the NCAJ International Committee in 1994 and President of the 
National Camping Association of Japan in 1998.  He continues as NCAJ’s 
President Emeritus.  He is also author of four camping-related books. 

Congratulations are extended to Professor Sakai from the 
members of the International Camping Fellowship on this 
well-deserved honor with our appreciation for his 
dedication to the principles of bringing about peace 
through understanding in our camps. 

At Camp Anan 

Award presentation to Professor Sakai 
by Sako Tanaka 

It was at President Sakai’s 
invitation that the 5th 
International Camping 
Congress was held in 
Tokyo in 2000. 
Subsequently, and as a 
result of that Congress, the 
Asia-Oceania Camping 
Fellowship was founded in 
2004.
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FACES OF 

The Camp Song, written and performed by 
Peter Katz at ICC2008 is available at 

www.peterkatz.org/camp.html 

“How can I explain 
what I take away 
When the autumn 
falls and we go our 
separate ways” 

CREDITS:  Thanks to all who have shared their 
photos:  Alexia Sideris, Alina Ackenbom, Masako Fujii, 
Mantha Christou, Marcia Meador, Tuba Sönmezöz, 
Richard Pulliam, Sally Moore, Valentina Muryeva, and 
Sako Tanaka
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ICC 2008 was a wonderful event, and the overwhelming opinion was that there was too much 
going on for any one person to appreciate it all at once.  The Archives at ICF Headquarters 
would like to collect as many photos as possible.  We would appreciate receiving your photos on 
a CD or USB drive, mailed to John Jorgenson, c/o Camp Tawingo, 1844 Ravenscliffe Road, 
Huntsville ON  P1H 2N2 Canada.  We will add as many as possible to the ICF website and to 
the ICC2008 Archive Photo Album of our great Congress together.
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New President of NCAJ 

In April 2008, Mr. Iwao  Nozawa 
became the new president of 
NCAJ. He has been engaged in 
outdoor education at Saitama 

University for a long 
time and contributed 
to the operation of 
NCAJ since the early 
phase.  His surname 
means “stream in the 
field”, and his given 
name means “large 

rock on the top of the mountain”. He has a fitting 
name as the president of NCAJ, doesn’t he? 

ICF Friends in Japan 

A Christmas Workshop will be held on December 1 
at the location of the ICC2000.  We believe that it 
is important to keep the ICF circle as a family, so 
we hold special workshops at least annually.  There 
are many members who cannot attend the 
Congresses but who are willing to contribute to the 
betterment of the world through camping. 
Whenever we have ICF members visiting Japan, we 
try to have a workshop.  We have previously had 
Russian and American workshops.  This year’s 
guest will be Mr. Han, an exchange student from 
China who made a presentation at ICC2008.  We 
welcome any ICF members to join us.  YWCA 
members  also translate the ICF newsletter into 
Japanese so that we can spread our movement to 
non-English speaking friends who love camping. 
All ICF members are invited to let us know if you 
pass through Japan so that we can organize 
workshops and parties.  The Quebec Congress was 
fantastic!  We wish that more Japanese could have 
attended.  Someday we hope that the cost will be 
low enough and that there will be enough 
scholarship funds to support all who want to 
participate.  We especially thank Jacqui, Don and 
Gabriel Raill and the ICC Organizing Committee.  Please 

News of Camp Associations Around the World 

put the 2009 AOCF Conference in Taiwan on your 
calendars.  We Asians are waiting for you all. 

~~Sako Tanaka, ICF Regional Representative 

Colombia Outdoor Education Association 
Post-ICC meetings in Colombia gave formal life to 
the Colombian Outdoor Education Association 
named ACECA. The ACECA has been working 
since 2000 in developing the Colombian camping 
industry, but it was only at the beginning of 
November 2008, just after the Congress when it 
formalized the association with the participation of 
the three starting companies: Kajuyalí Camp, 
Opepa and Clorofila.  An International Camp 
Directors Course is scheduled, beginning December 
8 at Kajuyali Camp in Villavicencio. 

Juan Mario Gutiérrez, Carlos Rosero (ACECA 
president), Helmuth Beyer and Luis Alberto 
Camargo at the signing papers ceremony in 
Bogotá. 

Larry 
Swenson 
(US) at 
2008 ICF 
Friends 
Workshop
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European Camping Association 

A meeting of the ECA Steering Committee will be 
held on January 16-17, 2009, in London.  Any 
European ICF members and camp professionals 
who are interested may contact Alexia Sideris 
alexia.sideris@campingfellowship.org for 
information. 

American Camp Association 
A letter from Peg L. Smith, CEO 
The recent International Camping 
Congress in  Quebec was such 

an extraordinary experience. It was wonderful to 
see all of you there and to experience the 
enthusiasm and support of our global camp 
community. Wherever we may be on the globe, 
what unites us as camp professionals is our 
commitment to the well-being and development of 
children, youth, and adults through the camp 
experience. Each of you brings this commitment to 
the work we do. 

For nearly 100 years, the American Camp 
Association® (ACA) has been enhancing that 
commitment. Its members have banded together to 
share knowledge and experience, and develop 
products and services to ensure the quality of camp 
programs everywhere. Many of you asked how 
you can benefit from those products and services. 
No matter where in the world you live, ACA is 
available online: ACA's e-Institute courses, research 
data, periodicals, networking with other 
professionals, books can be ordered online and 
shipped to you, and more. All of this is available to 
you simply by visiting www.ACAcamps.org. 

We invite you to join ACA! You will enhance 
your knowledge through the shared expertise of 
many. ACA membership includes: 
♦ Full-year subscription to Camping Magazine 
♦ Full-year subscription to ACA's legal, legislative, and 
risk management newsletter The CampLine 
♦ ACA's monthly electronic newsletter Inside ACA 
♦ Discounts on purchases through the ACA Bookstore 
and registration for online e-Institute professional develop- 
ment courses 
♦ Access to fresh, relevant research into camp trends, 
camper outcomes, and emerging issues 

ACA members also receive discounted registration 
to ACA's national conference. Special networking 
programs take place at the conference for 
international members. Join us February 17– 
20, 2009, when camp professionals join together 
at the ACA National Conference in Orlando, 
Florida. I hope to see you there! 

Special Offer: If you are a member of your 
country's camp association or the International 
Camping Fellowship, you can join ACA now for a 
reduced rate of $170 U.S. (a 15 percent discount 
on the regular rate of $200) if you register before 
December 15. International members can choose to 
receive publications electronically — with easy, 
online access. If you prefer, you may choose to 
receive publications in print. There is a nominal 
postage supplement of $30 for mailing print 
editions to addresses outside the U.S. We are 
committed to sharing resources with camp associa- 
tions around the world and encourage you to 
become actively involved in your own association. 

You can learn more about ACA by visiting 
www.ACAcamps.org.  Shared experiences. Shared 
knowledge. Let us join together — hand in hand — 
to learn from each other and raise our voices in 
support of the camp experience! 

~~Peg L. Smith, Chief Executive Officer, ACA 

ACA's e-Institute is a 
Web-based professional 
development and public 
education system 
designed for the entire 
spectrum of child and 

youth development audiences—from camp directors 
to community based program leaders. The e-Institute 
is designed to provide cutting-edge, camp-related 
courses for the camp and youth development com- 
munities.  Current courses include Designing 
Quality Youth Programs, Camp Business and 
Finance, Camp is for the Camper, Injury and Illness 
Prevention, and Creating Positive Youth Outcomes. 
Additional course will be added this year. 
Information about accessing these courses at a 
nominal fee is available at: 
http://www.acacamps.org/einstitute/
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Mongolian Camping Association 

The Mongolian Camping Association is 
implementing three major projects this 
year: 

♦ Violence Free Camps sponsored by the 
UNICEF Representative Office in Ulaanbaatar 

♦ Camping - Healthy Food 

♦ International Joint Research Project –with 
Hollows Camp, Ontario, Canada. 

A Camp Directors Meeting was organized in May 
2008. Members of Parliament, representatives from 
Children’s and Youth organizations attended the 
meeting. Participants of the meeting made 
recommendations on specialization of  camps 
campaigning on ”Camping-Healthy Food”.  The 
Deputy Prime Minister has issued an order 
regarding the implementation of the recommenda- 
tions, and  addressed it to local governors, 
ministries, children’s organizations. Training for 
trainers on ”Violence Free Camps” was conducted 
with the purpose of making children’s camps 
violence free and promoting child participation in 
prevention of violence in May 2008 with 
financial support from the UNICEF Representative 
Office in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. More than 60 
participants were trained. 

The Mongolian Camping Association hosted an 
Exhibition on Camping - Healthy Food to promote 
healthy nutrition, and all camps and companies 
participated in this event.  The Mongolian Camping 
Association has also been involved in a joint 
International Camp Research Project Survey on 
Learning at camp - 2008. The survey was 
conducted  among campers, former leaders of the 
ICCN and camp directors jointly with Hollows 
Camp, Ontario Canada. The project  focused on 
providing enriching personal, socio-cultural and 
environmental learning opportunities for young 
people from around the world. Results of this 
research was presented at  the research session of 
ICC 2008  Congress, Quebec City, Canada. 

Future Goals of the MCA are to 1) expand local 
and international exchange programs, 2) specialize 
camps according to different themes and programs, 
and 3) draft and approve a camping law. 

Meeting of Association Presidents and 
Executives 

Presidents and Executives from  camp associations 
around the world gathered during the ICC for an 
afternoon of discussion and goal setting, facilitated 
by ICF founders, Armand Ball and Dick Chamber- 
lain.  In attendance were representatives from 
British Columbia Camping Association, Taiwan 
Scouting Education Society, Greek Camping 
Association, Manitoba Camping Association, 
Saskatchewan Camping Association, Nova Scotia 
Camping Association, New Brunswick Camping 
Association, Australian Camps Association, 
Association des Camps du Quebec, Ontario 
Camping Association, Venezuelan Camping 
Association, Canadian Camping Association, 
Alberta Camping Association, Australian Outdoor 
Recreation Council, National Camping Association 
of Japan, Camping Association of Mongolia, 
Colombia Outdoor Education Association, 
American Camp Association, Russian Camping 
Association, and Turkey which will be meeting soon 
to establish a camping association. 

Dr. Deb Bialeschki and Dr. Stephen Fine, co-chairs 
of the ICC Research Symposium, brought their 
excitement about research to the gathering, noting 
the increased interest and formalization of research 
during the past three Congresses.  Associations are 
asked to share links to their websites as well as new 
tools to post on the ICF website. (continued page 13)


