Conferences and Events

ACA's 2010 National Conference
and 100th Anniversary Celebration

bruary 16-19 » Hyatt Regency Denver at Colorado Convention Center

Join us in Denver
Each year more than 1100 profes-

sionals focused on providing qual-
ity camp experiences for compers,
counselors, and families, frovel to the
site of the ACA Maficnal Conference
to participate in the associatien’s
ennual, nation-wide guﬂ'lering_ The
four+ day event is packed with edu-
cational sessions, keynote lectures
by nuﬁonu”-,l recugnized experts,
exhibits, social networking events,
and this year, some specf[ﬂ events
devoted to ACA's 100th Anniversary.
The national conference offers an
oppertunity to catch up with the
latest trends in youth development,
innovations in camp pregram and
operations, asscciation ha pRenings,
ond of course, time to reconnect
with long-time friends and meset new

CU”EEQUES_

ACAs 100th Anniversary —
It's a Celebration!
Althowgh we like to think that gothesing profes-

sionals fogether every yeor from all over the aasweimlign
country ot one site is special, there's nothing like

a 100-year anniversary to mork the occasion. Calebrating 100 Years
Epecial leciures, an anniversary luncheon, and *1910-2010+

a nurmber of just plain fun ocfivities will be part
of our celebration.

High-Quality, Cutting-Edge Education

Borrowing from the highly successful public service onnouncement, created in the spring of
200%, our conference theme and purpose this yeor celebrotes oll the wonderdful cutcomes
we enjoy Becovae of Camp. .. ™

Education and professional development are at the core of our conference. Akhough we
hove many competing opportunities and pricrities ot the notional conference, cur purpose
is to offer a progrom infused with high-guality, cutting-edge education.

The Educotional Program

Participants hove a rmyriad of fopical choices and con select amaong pre-conference ses-
sions, keynote lectures, breakout s=ssions in lecfure, and discussion group or demonstration
formats. In addition, we provide mentor/nefworking sessions. More than 100 presenters and
125 sessions maoke up our program. Content is orgonized in five basic tradks, and includes
special progrommatic threads =och year. Within these tracks, we will highlight historical
benchmorks, opportunifies fo connect children with their notural world, and strofegies o
increase opportunities for children and fomilies to hove comp experiences.

* Child and Youth Development and Behovior

*  Staff Troining ond Leodership

* Bausiness and Operafions, including Risk Manogement

Emenging lssves, Tools, ond Sirahegies

Innovolive Progromiming and Adivities

Register for 2010 at 2009 Prices

In an effert o make the nafional conference accessible to a broad range of professionals,

we've frozen our rates for 2010 in most categories.
Register enline at www.ACAcamps.org/conference.

Pre-Conference event:

International Camping
Fellowship Tour

February 14-16, 2010
Sunday, 1:00 pm -
Tuesday, 1:00 pm

Hyatt Regency Denver at

Colorado Convention Center

A tour of Denver and camps in
the surrounding area is
organized for international
participants. Based at the Hyatt
Regency, the group will visit
camps and local attractions, with
discussions of camp and youth
programs in the US and around
the world. Note: Participants will
make their own reservations at
the Hyatt Regency. Full
information and fees
www.acacamps.org/conference/

kindred.php#icf
Contact for information: Linda

Pulliam,
linda.pulliam@campingfellowship.org

ONTARIOCAMPING
ASSOCATION

Ontario Camping Association

2009 Conference
January 28-30, 2010

www.ontariocamps.ca
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Camp News from
Around the World

Camping is Camping
and | Love It!

by Zahieda Van Der Forte

I'm just one month shy of my

departure from Latin America
where | have spent the last few months as a guest of
Iguanas Campamentos in Venezuela. | am sad about
leaving, but am very pleased with the lessons | have
learned, the experience | have gained and most impor-
tantly, the friends | have made.

My “official” business with Iguanas has ended and |
have enjoyed my roles as an observer, participant and
advisor. In all of these capacities, | have been treated
with the utmost respect and been welcomed with open
arms wherever | have been.

The above statement in fact is rather literal, for
wherever | have gone and been introduced, | have
literally been welcomed with open arms and a kiss on
the cheek. This is a custom that is similar to one |
practice in South Africa and is something that | rather
enjoy about being here. The natural hospitality from
everyone you meet, whether in a social or business
setting, is warm, welcoming and friendly.

It is a stark difference to the firm, out-stretched
handshake and personal space bubble that exists in
the United States of America. | am acutely aware of
the differences in these two cultures (North and Latin
Americas) because | have also been working for one
of the best and largest camps in North America since
2006. | started in camping at a stage in my life when
most people at the same age were either camp owners
and/or directors. My first introduction to camping
was as a summer camp counselor in 2002 at Camp
Friendship in Virginia, USA.

| cannot imagine what my life would have been
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