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2nd Asian Camping Congress Convenes in 
Perak, Mayaysia  August 1821, 2006 

“What an experience the 2 nd Asian Camping 
Association Conference was!!!”, says Jenny Bowker, 
ICF Chair. The Congress began in the Casuarina Hotel 
in Ipoh at a glittering dinner reception hosted by the 
Chief Minister of Perak, Dato Seri Dirija Mohd Tajol 
Rosli Ghazali (Dato Seri). There followed a day of 
sessions describing ICF, the Asian Camping Fellow- 
ship, the wonderful natural resources of Perak, their 

tropical rainforest and mangrove parks. There was also an informative 
session on the new, non-military national service training system being 
introduced in Malaysia, which will involve 450,000 18-year-olds 
participating in a three month training camp each year. 

On day three, the entire conference moved to the Bukit Merah Laketown 
Resort in central Perak.  Traveling by boat, the group landed several places 
to see elephants’ foot prints and a large, unusual rafflesia flower, to visit the 
aborigines' village, and Pulau Tali Kail Camp. Delegates also visited the 
Orangutan Island to see the intelligent, athletic monkeys, one of which had 
six wives!  At the Matang Mangrove Forest, the best managed mangrove 
forest in Malaysia, the group saw how charcoal is made from the aged 
mangroves and exported to Japan. This event involved a night in the jungle 
with a full tropical storm for a lucky few, before returning to Burkit Merah for 
a relaxed fun and friendly poolside dinner and closing ceremony, again 
presided over by Dato Seri. 

Malaysia presented an incredible program, complete with police escorts and 
riding on a coach, listening to ten different languages – but all singing the 
same song! Tokiko Ando (Japan) expressed her thoughts, “Although I've just 
come home, I'd like to go back to Perak, Malaysia, and I want to say to all 
of the staff and volunteers of this congress and the great nature in Perak, 
"TERIMA KASIH" — with many kisses! (continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1) 

About 150 delegates from 20 countries participated, including 
Albania, Australia, Brunei, Canada, China, Egypt, France, Ghana, 
Great Britain, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Mongolia, 
New Zealand, Russia, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkmenistan, and Yemen. 
Members of the ICF Steering Committee in attendance were: Jenny 
Bowker, ICF Chair and Honorary ACF President; Sako Tanaka, ICF 
Vice Chair and ACF Honorary Advisor; Bill Oakley, Oceania 
Representative; and Valery Kostin , Russia and CIS Representative. 
Included among the delegates was Fua'ad Husan Abdulrazzak, an 

executive committee member of the Yemen Youth General Union which is in turn a member of the Asian 
Youth Council. They have applied for membership in ICF and are interested in exploring how ICF might 
communicate and learn more about camping and youth in the Middle East. This is an exciting development! 
More communication and exchange with young people from camping and youth groups in the Middle East 
can only help to bring us closer to the elusive goal of peace in these troubled times. 

Thanks to Bill Oakley, Jenny Bowker, Fumio Morooka, Tokiko Ando, and Sako Tanaka for their contributions to this 
report. 

Japanese Delegation 

Instrument Demonstration 

Sako in Mangrove 
Forest 

Jenny & Bill with 
Friends 

River Tour 

Aborigine Village
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Asia Oceania Camping Fellowship 
Founded in August 

At the General Meeting of the 
Asian Camping Fellowship on 
August 21, a proposal was 
approved that Australia and New 
Zealand, with Russia/CIS as 
ex-officio members, join ACF with 
an organizational name change to 

"Asia  Oceania Camping Fellowship” (AOCF).   With 
the retirement of Professor Makato Yamada as ACF 
Chairperson, new AOCF Steering Committee members 
were elected: 

• Jenny Bowker, Honorary Chairperson 

• Sachiko Tanaka, Honorary Advisor 

• Fumio Morooka, Chairperson, National Camping 
Association of Japan 

• Nadzri Ismail, Vice Chairperson, National Camping 
Association of Malaysia 

• Shin Takahashi, Secretary General, National 
Camping Association of Japan 

Members: Professor Morio Chen, Taiwan 
Fua’ad Hasan Abdulrazzak, Yemen Youth General 

Union 
Jackie Goh Wei Chin, Central Youth Council, 

Singapore 
Valery Kostin, Russian Camping Association 
Bill Oakley, Australian Camping Association 
Anthony Po, Camping Association of Hong Kong 
Somchai Rungsilp, Thailand 
Tulshig Tuvshin, Mongolian Camping Association 
Jamil Md Yussof, Brunei 

ICF Grows in Thailand 

Following the Congress in Malaysia, Jenny Bowker, 
Sako Tanaka and Bill Oakley traveled to Thailand to 
meet with longtime ICF member Somchai Rungsilp, 
who has attended International Congresses in Toronto 
and Melbourne. During this visit, a meeting was held 
with interested camping people from Thailand to 
describe ICF and organized camping and to explore 
the possibility of forming a Camping Association or 
fellowship in Thailand.  The group visited facilities for 
the disabled in Chenmaig and Bangkok where 
Somchai works with the disabled and has operated 
special camps.  Our circle continues to grow wider. 

—Sako Tanaka 

Australian Camps Association 
First National Conference 

The first national conference of the newly formed 
Australian Camps Association will take place 
October 13, 2006, in New South Wales. The 
Australian Camps Association was formed out of a 
merger of a number of State Camping associations 
with the Camping Association of Victoria in July 
2005. An interim board, formed as part of the 
merger process, has run the Association until now. 
In accordance with its constitution, the first annual 
meeting and election of board members is to take 
place in October. This will form an association 
which, for the first time, has the scope to represent 
camping throughout all of Australia. This will enable 
us to speak with a stronger, more unified voice to 
Government and other organizations; and also to 
support and strengthen camping in those parts of 
Australia where it is not so developed. 

—Bill Oakley, Australia-Oceania Representative
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2008 International Camping Congress Update 
In 2008, Canada will welcome for the third time the International Camping 
Congress.  The Association des camps du Québec, 2008 Host, is looking 
forward to receiving delegates from around the world for this prestigious 
International Congress, October 4 th to 7 th 2008, in beautiful Quebec City. 
‘’In Living Colours’’ is the main theme of this event, emphasizing the colourful 
diversity in the world of camping, as well as Quebec’s vibrant autumn foliage 
during the month of October. The Congress Committee at the ACQ is already 
hard at work, eagerly  preparing to offer the most dynamic, informative and 
entertaining conference yet! 

Workshops on staff management, the environment, education and marketing 
are but some of the subjects to be discussed by speakers of national and 
international repute.  Social activities will, of course, also play an important 
part at the conference and will enable visitors from abroad to appreciate 

Quebecois hospitality and, as well, offer the opportunity to network and develop strong ties for the future. 

Many partners, including the Quebec Ministère de l’Education, du Loisir et du Sport and the Canadian 
Camping Association, will be helping the Association des camps du Québec to prepare a solid conference 
and to once again make its mark from an international standpoint.  Also Quebec City will be celebrating its 
400 th anniversary so many once-in-a-lifetime events will be ongoing! 

“Participants in the ICC 2008 Congress will have the opportunity to visit a 
number of Quebec camps and will be able to realise our diversity and our 
ways of doing things.   Many of our camps are already well known 
internationally”, says Louis Jean, the ACQ General Director. “A large 
number of our camps already receive children from foreign countries.  In 
these camps, the proportion of campers from outside Quebec varies 
between 5 and 25 % of their clientele.  Many children from the New 
England states (USA), the Maritimes, and Ontario (provinces of Canada) 
come to Quebec to experience the French language and culture, an aspect 
much appreciated by  parents.” 

ICC 2008 is definitely a major event not to be missed by all those 
concerned with child care and development within camp programmes. 
Please visit the website www.iccquebec2008.com for regular updates, 
lodging details, programming choices.  We can hardly wait to welcome 
you:  Bienvenue chez-nous! 

See the ICC 2008 Website 

www.iccquebec2008.com
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North American Annual Conferences 

American Camp 
Association 

February 1316, 2007 

International participants will receive a special welcome at the Annual National Conference of 
the American Camp Association.  Austin is the state capital of Texas and is known as the “Live 
Music Capital of the World”.  Historic sites such as the LBJ Library, Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center, and the Texas State History Museum are popular with visitors.  All major 
conference events will take place at the Hilton, Austin. 

The conference theme, "Widening the Circle", challenges us to increase our capacity to bring 
the camp experience to people who are not yet "in the circle" and to rethink the role that camp 
can play in the community and the lives of all connected with it.  Major topics of the 
conference will be: 

• Youth Development for Campers and Staff 
• Human Resources and Staff Training 
• Business Operations 
• Strategies and Tools to Address Emerging Issues 
• “Widening the Circle” 

International Hospitality: A special room will be designated for international delegates to 
display brochures and camp materials, to gather for discussions, and to network with 
American delegates. 

A pre-Conference tour of Texas camps will be offered for international visitors.  For 
information on the tour or other questions about the Conference, contact Linda Pulliam, 
acavirginias@acacamps.org 

Register and make hotel reservations on line at: 
www.acacamps.org/conference 

Ontario Camping Association 
2007 Conference 

Celebrating its 75th anniversary, OCA invites the 
international community to join them February 
8-10, 2007, in Toronto, Canada.  For information: 

www.ontariocamps.ca
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• Valentina Muriava, Director, 
writes that Camp Phakel 
(Torch) in Russia opened its 
season on June 5 th and will 
operate through August.  The 
camp is located on a clear 
lake in a scenic area of pine 
forests near St. Petersburg. 
Boris  Muravyov, environ- 
mental   program director, 
organizes nature study tours 
for campers. In addition, 
children participate in sports 
such as soccer, basketball and 
volleyball designed for each 
age group.   Russian actors 
and singers joined the camp 
for a celebration of Russia 
Day. 

• A Well-Traveled Suitcase: 
Two US campers, accompa- 
nied by counselor, Lea 
Ackenbom (Chuck’s grand- 
daughter), spent a session at 
DelphiCamp in Greece.  The 
girls enjoyed camp activities, 
made friends and visited 
Delphi, Galaxidi, Nafpaktos, 
and Athens. When they 
packed to return home, the 
Sideris family donated an old 
suitcase to hold all of the extra 
mementos.  Upon arrival at 
Camp Friendship, a Russian 
counselor encountered the 
same dilemma and was given 
the Greek suitcase.  The suit- 
case now resides in Russia! 

• On June 3, Alexia Sideris partici- 
pated in a program on a Greek 
private TV channel.  Alexia was 
able to discuss Greek camps, their 
daily schedule and activities as 
well as ICF and what it does for 
camps worldwide. She mentioned 
that Barretstown Camp in Ireland 
was looking for volunteers from 
Greece and two people actually 
responded and volunteered.   It is 
a small world! 

• Sako Tanaka 
reports from 
Japan of recent 
visitors from 
Mongolia and Russia.  NCAJ 
hosted Mongolians last summer at 
Camp Nojiri.  In March Valentina 
Murieva, from St. Petersburg, 
Russia, visited Tokyo to introduce 
her camp.  She taught a Russian 
camp song at the barbecue party 
under cherry blossoms at Shin 
Takahashi`s house.  October 7-9 
Mongolian leaders will attend the 
National Camping Conference. 
The AOCF headquarters is located 
at the NCAJ office now.  Tenta- 
tively, in November Larry Swenson 
may visit Japan on his way to 
China. There will be an ICF work- 
shop with a party of ICF Friends in 
Japan. The group is small but all 
are good friends and help each 
other for betterment of camping 
world.  ICF is alive here. 

• Our sincere sympathy to 
Lyudmila Ledneva, Director of 
Kavkaz Camp in Russia.  Her 
daughter, who had been visit- 
ing Kavkaz Camp with her 
husband and son, was on the 
plane that crashed in Ukraine 
in August.  ICF friends may 
write to her at:  Taezhnaya Str., 
House 18, Krasnodarskiy Krai, 
Anapa, 353410, Russia. 

• Shin Takahashi has spent his 
sabbatical from the Interna- 
tional Christian University 
researching camps in the U.S. 
He spent five weeks at Camp 
O-At-Ka in Maine (celebrating 
their 100th anniversary), visited 
Frost Valley YMCA Camp in 
New York and Camp Horizons 
in Virginia, and ended with a 
weekend visiting Linda and 
Richard Pulliam in North 
Carolina.  He returned to Japan 
in time to go to Malaysia for 
ACC. 

• Applications are currently 
being accepted for International 
Volunteers to undertake one- 
year contracts as Project Coor- 
dinators and Communications 
Coordinators with Right To 
Play Projects in Africa. 
Applications received by 
October 17 receive priority. 
For further details, please visit 
the Right To Play website at 
www.righttoplay.com or 
contact: 
recruitment@righttoplay.com. 

Notes from 
Around the World 

Greek volunteer, Sophia Parianou 
(in red) 

Shin, Linda, and Richard enjoy a boat 
ride in Virginia.
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Russian Camp 
Association About 
6.6 million Russian 
children attended 
51,000 camps this 
summer.  Nearly 3,000 Russian stu- 
dents worked at U.S. summer camps 
as camp counselors and support 
staff, half with CCUSA.  33 great 
international staff from Australia, 
Ireland, the UK and the US worked 
in the Russian summer camps as 
camp counselors.  The annual meet- 
ing of the Russian Camp Association 
will be held in Anapa, Sept. 12-20, 
with more than 600 camp directors. 

Camp Timurovets (Novosibirsk) 
celebrated their 35th anniversary; 
Rebyach'ya Respublika (Tyumen), 
their 15th anniversary; and Camp 
Yolochka (Udmurtia), their 40th 
anniversary. All of them are active 
members of ICF. 

—Valery Kostin, Russia/CIS Repre- 
sentative 

American Camp Association 
(ACA) 

Things are alive 
and well in 
American camps! 
Enrollments for 
the summer of 

2006 seem to be up about 3%. 
Media inquiries have increased, 
with at least 333 stories this summer 
about camps, particularly on health 
in camp and about family camps. 
Currently there are approximately 
12,000 camps in the US.  2,400 
are ACA accredited, and a total of 
2,600 are affiliated with ACA. 
Over 75% of the camps have added 
new programs in the past 5 years. 
Over 48% of the camps have 
reported a 50% return rate of their 
staffs from year to year.  Family 

camps have shown an increase of 
215% in the last five years.  Day 
camps have grown by 90% since the 
1980’s.  The hiring of international 
staff has dropped slightly  from its 
peak, but showing an increase and 
is an important part of what camps 
have to offer.  A new set of Accredi- 
tation Standards will go into effect 
for the summer of 2007, and camps 
and visitors are being trained this 
fall. CAMP, a Parent Resource is 
generating a lot of interest in the 
camp experience.   ACA has 
launched a 5-year study of health 
issues at camps.  We are looking 
forward to hosting many of our 
international friends at the National 
Conference in Austin Texas next 
February.  For full information on 
ACA, the Conference, and the ACA 
Bookstore (discounted rates for ICF 
members), www.acacamps.org. 

—Don Cheley, US Representative 

The 8th International Burn 
Camp  Conference was held at 
Cheley Camps in Colorado in 
September, 2006, with representa- 
tives from camps in Belgium, UK, 
Canada, Russia, and across the US 
that work with young burn victims. 
Chris   Thurber, a well-known 
psychologist will be the keynoter. 
The focus of the conference will be 
to help camps, medical personnel 
and firefighters coordinate their 
efforts to provide camp programs. 
Website: www.iaburncamps.org 
—Don Cheley, don@cheley.com 

The Australian 
Camping 
Association 
announces that their 

new Executive, David Petherich of 
Geelong, began work in July. 

Reflections:  A Circle of 
Friendship 
When I received my latest issue of 
Camping Magazine (ACA), I saw 
that the theme for our National 
Conference in Austin will be 
“Widening the Circle”.  I thought to 
myself, “What an interesting idea. 
What circle are they talking about?” 
Later that week I answered that 
question by simply looking around 
camp. I noticed a group of children 
sitting in a circle talking to their 
counselor; I watched a drumming 
class where drummers formed in a 
circle. And then there was the last 
night of the 2006 camp season at 
Camp Friendship.  When the last 

song was sung, a group of five 
counselors formed a single circle, 
and then another person joined, and 
so on… A minute later, a circle of 
about fifty people was formed, and 
as I looked around, I saw everybody 
with their hands around shoulders, 
making a nice, close circle.  Then 
several people started crying. There 
were staff from Turkey, Slovenia, 
Scotland, Russia, Thailand, 
Colombia, France, USA and many 
other countries, and nobody wanted 
to say good bye that night. They 
wanted to stay a part of the circle 
called “Friendship”.   It is great to 
know how powerful the camp exper- 
ience is, and even more important to 
know that many more friendship 
circles will be formed in the future. 
—Alina Ackenbom, US
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Greek Counselor 
Training Programs 

For the fourth year, Camp DELPHI- 
CAMP hosted about 40 counselors 
and CITs at their facility in Galaxidi, 
April 14-16. It included discussions 
with the following topics: First day 
at camp, camp policies, problem 
solving with the role-playing of 
scenarios and last day at camp. 
Also, there were many games 
sessions on ice-breakers, trust 
games, fun games with no props, 
ideas for a rainy day, as well as big 
games for the whole camp to play 
at once.  Although this year the 
weather was better than last year, 
no one took a swim at the sea, and 
even the florescent yellow sauce on 
the baked potatoes didn’t stop 
anyone from eating them! 

For the first time, a counselor 
training seminar was organized by 
the Greek Camp Association on 
May 6 at the camp of the Federa- 
tion of Employees of the Ministry of 
Finance. This Association has 
members from private camps, 
church camps, YMCA, Scouts, 
public camps and camps of banks. 
Mr. Kalogridis, President of the 

Greek Camp Association, was there 
to commence the seminar, as well 
as other members of the GCA 
steering committee, Fotini Sideris, 
Giannis Malisovas and Father 
George Georgeakopoulos). 

There were discussions on: The role 
and duties of a counselor, adjust- 
ment difficulties during the first days 
of camp, and the various options a 
counselor has when he is faced with 
a camp problem. There were game 
sessions on ice breakers and trust 
games for counselors, fun games for 
all ages with very few props and 
games for a rainy day.  Two 
volunteers from the Pan-Hellenic 
Lifeguard Association gave the 
participants a demonstration on first 
aid and lifeguard techniques. The 
GCA has offered a 50% discount 
for anyone who wants to attend 
their seminars and get a lifeguard’s 
diploma.  The event was such a 
success that it has been decided to 
have such seminars once or twice a 
year, maybe with an overnight stay. 

Update on Sizanani and 
WorldCamps, Soweto, 

South Africa 

We completed the final two of our 
three camps with the EW Hobbs 
Elementary School in Soweto. This 
represented a departure from our 
normal practice of reaching out in 
the community to select children 
from orphanages, other youth 
groups, and from among the 
children of patients in the support 
groups of our partner, HIVSA, a 
large psycho-social AIDS Clinic in 
Soweto.  In spite of some concerns 
about involvement of only one 
school, the camps went beautifully. 
While some of the children were 
from more advantaged back- 
grounds than our usual campers, 
their needs were as great. The 
anecdotes coming from the life 
skills classes and the bunks were 
just as shocking as at previous 
camps. 

One of the most important things 
we are doing is getting the 
children to realize what constitutes 
abusive behavior in the home or 
school. One girl mentioned that 
she was beaten at home, but she 
deserved it because she had 
kissed 6 boys. During a life skills 
class in Abusive Behaviors, one 
girl whispered to her friend 
because she was embarrassed to 
ask it herself: "Is it abuse if my 
father has sex with me and gives 
me 20 rand ($3.00) not to tell 
anyone." 

These two events are shocking in 
themselves, but we are providing 
the children with the information, 
for the first time, that these are not 
acceptable parent/caregiver 

Camp — The Right Move...


